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Of Grace Episcopal Church

Special Announcement:
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) Bishop John Bauerschmidt will make his annual visit to Grace Church on
. February 24th. The Bishop will participate in the 8:00 AM service. All
members of Grace are encouraged to attend the early service.
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In preparation for the Bishop’s visit, a confirmation class is being held each

Sunday at 9:00 AM. All of those interested in joining the Episcopal Church

by being confirmed or baptized and confirmed should notify Father Martin
and attend the confirmation class.

The ladies of the church will have "Hat Day" to honor him. The week before the 24th
several ladies will bring hats for borrowing (they will be available in Faith Hall after the
10 AM church service). Lets all welcome the Bishop with a colorful display of hats on the
24th (men can wear hats too, if they want to join the ladies). There will be a "HAT
picture" taken with the Bishop. We hope he will wear his hat for the picture!

Fromthe Pen of the Priest...

_"“Singing in the Key of L”

Singing in the key of “L”? Anyone who knows music knows there is no such thing. While that is
true, technically, women involved in the Wednesday Bible Study heard a compelling lesson as we
finished up the Book of Philippians (just in time for Lent). In the last chapter, Paul encourages two
women who were leaders in the church to put aside their differences for the benefit of the Gospel.
His words were, “agree in the Lord.”

When looked at in the original meaning, the word “agree” could also be translated “sing in
harmony,” an important thing for pleasing music and for pleasing parishes. Those who understand
harmony know that it’s not singing the exact same note, but two notes that are close, but still
different that. When they are put together they bring a pleasing sound.

The application is that no two people are going to agree completely 100% of the time. No realistic
person expects that. Some people sell their church short because there is lack of unanimity, but in
reality, that is impossible. Our differences make us stronger! When we can work together,
intentionally, because of our differences, we are stronger, and thus more pleasing.

The part about singing in the “key of L” is another musical allusion which refers to the fact that
music is written to be sung around a central note. All the other notes in the music are within a
range around that central note. Saying that these women were to sing in the key of “L” means that
their agreement must be found around their common commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ (or as
one of the women at the Wednesday Bible Study said, “The key of Love”).

One of the wonders of Grace Church is that we have a lot of people “singing in the key of L.” Let’s
keep our common commitment focused around the Lord and | feel sure that we will continue to be
pleasing—pleasing to Christ, pleasing to each other, and pleasing to those who come our way.
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Finance and Stewardship -

A note from the Treasurer: Several members of the congregation have asked about the possibility of paying
their monthly pledge by automatic bank draft. | have investigated that option. Our bank can accommodate
the automatic processing of bank drafts but the cost of set-up and monthly maintenance is too high unless
we have a high percentage of participants who all agree to have their debit processed on the same date. There
is another option that a number of our members have chosen and the choice seems to work well. As an
individual bank customer, you can authorize a recurring bill payment that will be sent to Grace each month
via snail mail. The only difference between the bank originating the debit and the customer originating the
debit is the manner in which payment reaches Grace.

Category January February | March April May June Total
Income:
Special Offering 1,653.29 1,653.29
Faith Hall 20.00 20.00
Guest Plate 394.50 394.50
New-Member Pledge 120.00 120.00
Non-Pledging Member Plate 955.00 955.00
Pledges 3,050.00 3,050.00
Total Income 6,192.79 6,192.79
Expenses:
Building & Grounds 941.70 941.70
Church Supplies 241.79 241.79
Human Resources 5,044.20 5.044.20
Miscellaneous 235.88 235.88
Outreach 1,653.29 1,653.29
Total Expenses 8,118.86 8,118.86
Income Overage or Deficit | (1,924.07) (1,924.07)

Committee Reports:

Member and Community Support

Sam (Chairman) and Donna Isbell, Lynn Rieger, Linda Stella
No report this month.

New Member Relations

Frank & Vicki Bechet (Chairpersons), Walter & Gayle Main, Pam Thomas, Andy Finley, Alicia Fitts, Irene Zongor
To encourage those who visit Grace to join our fellowship we are going to try to do a “seven-step” assimilation
process. The spread sheet we have created to track our visitors will be updated each time a task is
accomplished:

1st visit — gift bag and thank you note within 72 hours (first two touches)

2nd yisit — note from priest within 72 hours

3rd visit - added to “Communicator” distribution list

4th yisit - invitation to small group/social activity

5th visit — church directory given

6th visit — priest visit

I would ask that all members of the church help make sure visitors fill out a card and get the card to one of
the committee members so the initial note can be written. In the event someone else writes the first note,
save the card and get it back to Vicki or Doc so we can add the information to the visitor log. Our growth is
exciting! Let's keep up the enthusiasm! Bring a friend! Talk about the church with friends and family!
Frank and Vicki

Leslie Tudahl (Chairman), Lisa Arnwine, Alice Ann Fitts, Scott Smith, Cynthia Griffith, Meg Cochran, Steve Fitts
See Interesting Tidbits below.




Christian Education

Linda Stella (Chairman), Steve Fitts, Lauren Rieger, Irene Zongor, Liz Warnick

Members of the Christian Education team Lynn Rieger, Linda Stella and Irene Zongor have been working very
hard remodeling and updating the nursery and preschool room and the elementary age room. The goal has
been for a more open and less cluttered look but at the same time warm and welcoming to the children
attending from Grace. The elementary age room is still a work in progress as in the near future Doc will also
be moving his office into this room making it a multi purpose room. A new set of table and matching chairs
has been donated to this room for use by our elementary children offering more comfortable seating for this
growing age group. During the week the table and chairs can be rearranged so Doc can hold conferences in a
private area. We ask that no one remove the tables and chairs from this area.

All supplies have been boxed and labeled on the shelving unit and we ask that only authorized people use
these supplies. The elementary/office room is no longer a storage room and we ask every one not to drop off
every thing that they no longer know what to do with in this room. Come and visit these areas and see what
is going on.

Between now and the Bishops visit Doc is holding Confirmation Class starting at 9:00 in faith hall for all
adults and children that would like to be confirmed or reconfirmed by the Bishop. There will be childcare
available for anyone wanting to attend these classes. Sunday school has returned to its original time at 10:00
for all our children in the nursery, preschool and elementary groups.

Preschool Sunday school: We are very excited about the new look in our room. Thanks to Lisa Arnwine,
Frank Pigford, and Jack Feldner for all their help in getting the room looking great!! Now that we have so
much more space, it would be nice to have a circular rug which we can sit on for our Sunday lessons. If
anyone has a washable rug not in use, please let Lynn know about it and we will gladly take it off your hands.

Parish Life

Jane Feldner (Chairman), Betty Pigford, Carolyn Warnick, Laurel Walsh, Michelle Gibson-O’Grady

Volunteers are needed to bring snack items for the fellowship hour following worship each Sunday. A sign-up
sheet is on the bulletin board in the hallway. REMEMBER, those who bring snacks also have cleanup duty
following the fellowship hour. We are always grateful for the food prepared for the fellowship meeting
after church, but it is getting so elaborate that the pot luck lunches are not able to keep up with the
weekly offering of food. Finger foods and a light dessert is all that is needed for the weekly food
sign-up sheet offerings. Thanks from the Parish Life Committee.

We have a request from the Parish Life team for birthday cards. If you have received new cards from a
charitable organization like the Disabled Veterans, Salvation Army or St. Jude Hospital and do not plan to
use those cards, please bring them to Faith Hall and place them in a special Birthday Card basket next to the
library shelves. Your donation will be appreciated.

January has been a quiet month for the Altar Guild, but February will be very busy. On February 23 we will
have a work day for all Altar Guild members beginning at 9:00 A.M. This will be in preparation for the
Bishop's visit February 24. Also during the month we will be preparing for Lent beginning with Ash
Wednesday. Thanks to everyone. Betty Pigford

Youth Group fund raising activities: Through a generous contribution from Alicia Fitts, the youth group will
be selling Grace Church t-shirts to raise money for youth activities, Sunday school and charity. 90% of the
money raised from the sale of the t-shirts will be used by the youth and children of Grace. 10% will be
donated to a charity that our young people will choose. Buy a t-shirt at $10.00 each and support our youth.
Shoot, buy two or three. They make great sleep tees, grass cutting shirts, grocery shopping fashion
statements and marathon runner banners! And...... last, but not least, the youth group still has lovely 2008
calendars for sale. They too are $10.00.

Youth Group News: What fun we had on our bowling outing!! Mary, Evan, Bo, Patrick, Dylan, Lauren, Amy,
Michele, Lynn, and Doc went from Grace and we were joined by Rachel and Laura from Peace Lutheran
Church. The “moms” were definitely the high scorers of the two games we played at the Franklin Lanes. The
teenagers, surely, were just being respectful to their elders by making the ladies look good. Each and every
one of those gutter balls was meant to be.



