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From the Pen of the Priest…….
We have just come through one of the busiest Advent seasons of my life. With four weeks of
Worship, including special music in each week’s 10 a.m. service, and our Christian Education
experience, Sunday mornings were full! Thanks to Stacy Jagger, Stacy Phillips, Kathleen Pearson,
David Thornton, and Lauren Reiger for sharing their gifts of music with us. Thanks, also, to Linda
Stella, Lynn Reiger, Heather and Scott Workman, and Marguerite Lyons for helping with Christian
Education. And that’s just the mornings! What celebrations!

One Sunday afternoon many of us went caroling with the youth. We then joined a church-wide
party at the Pigford’s. On the 30th we had a house warming and house blessing at the home of Frank
and Vicki Bechet. Great celebrations!

On top of all that there was Christmas Eve! The two services took a lot of work by a cadre of people
and were both fabulous. To think we had a normal crowd at the 4 p.m. service and then saw 56
more folks by simply adding an 11 o’clock service! It was just amazing and I believe God was
blessed by our worship. We have a lot to celebrate.

Now we turn our attention to the future, and specifically to January! Believe it or not, there’s a lot to
do in THIS month. The big feast day in January is Epiphany (the 6th)—the time where we celebrate
the appearance of Christ to the Wise Men.

I’ll attend a one day retreat on Centering Prayer at St. Mary’s Retreat Center at Sewanee on Saturday,
the 5th. While I keep fanning the flames of your love for Christ, I must keep working my own. We
all need personal celebrations.

The Women’s Bible Study will return on Wednesday January 9th at 7 p.m. This is a new start time but
we will still be over at 8. We will pick up our study of Paul’s letter to the Philippians and plan to
finish by Lent.

On a broader scale, the Mission Council will meet and have lunch at 12 on the 6th. On January 13th

we are asking everyone to stay for lunch and our Annual Meeting after the 10 o’clock service. At
this meeting we’ll be presented with a budget and given a chance to discuss it and then vote on it.
After that, the slate of candidates that have been presented by the Nominating Committee (Leslie
Tudahl, Frank Bechet, and Lynn Reiger.) will be voted on, along with any other member that has been
duly nominated and vetted prior to 12 noon on January 6th. There will be other presentations by
the Mission Council and myself about the year ahead. We are planning more reasons to celebrate.

This year, the Diocese of Tennessee will have its annual convention on January 25 and 26th at St.
Bartholomew's. I will be attending as will two others from Grace. Since I am on the Christian
Education Commission of the Diocese I will also be participating in a presentation about that
important work.

It’s going to be a busy January and a busy 2008. Let’s be like the Wise Men and keep on seeking the
appearance of Christ in our own lives-- each day. He gives us cause to celebrate in the first place.
____________________________________________________________________________



The Senior Warden Report
Greetings and Happy New Year. What a joyous Advent we experienced this year, with record attendance at
our two Christmas Eve services. Thanks to all who worked so hard to make it possible.

I’m pleased to report a very productive Mission Council Retreat held on December 8. All members were
present and a lot of constructive and deliberative planning took place. We will be sharing updates to our
Strategic Plan and our 2008 proposed budget at our Annual Parish Meeting in January. Be sure to be
present and take part in this important event. This includes all of you new folks who have recently taken part
in our church family life.

I do want to outline the process for the election of the members of the Mission Council. First off, as
previously announced and according to the Canons, to serve as a member of the Mission Council, you must
be a member of record of Grace Church. You must be active in the life of the mission and be a financial
supporter of record. The current Mission Council also encourages only one family member to serve on the
Mission Council at a time. If you have any questions about the process, contact Doc or me for more details.

Also, if you have chosen to seek active membership at Grace, we need to accomplish some specific tasks to
complete this. First, we will be having a form of Seekers fellowship and study in the coming year. This will
help you learn about the history of the Episcopal Church and familiarize you with its traditions and practices.
This will also assist in preparation for baptism (if you haven’t yet been baptized), confirmation or reception
(which is conducted by our Bishop, usually at his annual visit). Part of full membership commitment also
involves your financial pledge. Please know that a pledge is your best estimate of your financial support
during the coming year. This allows the Mission Council to be better stewards of your gifts. Your level of
pledge is not a matter of public record and will be treated with sensitivity. Pledging is a part of active
membership. The level of your pledge is between you and God.

The annual meeting is also a time for you to seek your own way in serving our mission and our community.
Everyone has special talents and abilities. And we need your special help in furthering our mission.

We have an exciting year ahead of us. I look forward to working with you for the continued growth of our
Mission.

Chuck

Finance and Stewardship –
Income
Categories

January-
June July August September October November December YTD

Income
Offering $20,695.00 $4,981.43 $4,713.50 $4,453.75 $5,799.61 $7,065.48 $8,285.35 $55,994.12
Other
Income 1,279.09 160.97 307.00 100.00 341.00 424.69 405.00 3,017.75
Total
Income $21,974.09 $5,142.40 $5,020.50 $4,553.75 $6,140.61 $7,490.17 $7,376.35 $59,011.87

Expenses
Staff $13,077.20 $1,835.00 $1,445.00 $3,058.00 $3,600.00 $3,870.00 6,318.00 $33,203.20
Utilities 1,283.01 158.55 163.31 226.78 159.97 144.32 145.60 2,281.53
Upkeep 2,345.59 250 250 310.39 442.74 250.00 624.00 4,472.71
Supplies 1,048.52 203.75 53.85 185.00 432.39 401.92 980.97 3,306.45
Other 1,561.91 1264.31 1600 50.00 387.90 160.32 2,829.98 7,854.42
Total
Expenses $19,316.23 $3,711.61 $3,512.16 $3,830.17 $5023.70 $4,826.56 $10,898.55 $51,118.26

Net
Surplus
(Deficit) $2,657.86 $1,430.79 $1,508.34 $ 723.58 $1,116.91 $2,663.61 ($3,522.20) $7,893.61

A Request from the Treasurer: We are blessed with members and friends who purchase items for the
church – cleaning supplies, worship supplies, food, drinks, etc. Your contributions make the life of our



church run smoothly and all of us are grateful. The one disadvantage is that I have been unable to determine
the exact costs of certain items for budget purposes. I would ask that when you make a purchase for the
church which you intend to be a contribution, please let me know the nature of the purchase and the
amount. I will make a note of that contribution for your records and I will be able to track our real annual
cost for items such as paper towels, bottled water, dishwashing liquid, paper products, wine, etc. Your help
with this will be much appreciated.

Committee Reports:
Member and Community Support
Sam (Chairman) and Donna Isbell, Lynn Rieger, Linda Stella
What wonderful people we have at Grace!! At next to the last moment, we heard about a single mother of
eight children who was having difficulty with paying her bills, much less Christmas gifts for her children. The
good folks at Grace took on the task of making sure these children did have a good Christmas. When the gifts
and food were delivered, Peaches and her family were so excited and happy!! And what a sweet family
Peaches has. They may not have much, but you can tell they had great love for one another. A special
thanks goes out to Pat Adams for letting us know about this family.

Thanks to all those who contributed to the December Food Drive. We will have another Food Drive in
February. The food donated in December was given to Peaches and her family because we felt they needed it
the most. However, future food drive donations will be given to The Well Food Bank located in Spring Hill.
The Well serves Spring Hill and surrounding areas and is open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am -12 pm and
6:30 pm -8:00 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or perhaps using The Well services, please ask me,
Lynn Rieger.

The year 2008 will hold some changes for the Outreach Program. We hope, with the approval of the Mission
Council, to shift from giving direct financial support to folks in need to giving financial support to area
programs that are better equipped to serve the needs of the community. We also hope to continue holding
food drives throughout the year. If you have any other ideas of ways we can reach out to the community,
please let me know.

Grace has a wonderful spirit of giving and I know that will continue in the new coming year. God Bless!!

New Member Relations
Frank & Vicki Bechet (Chairpersons), Walter & Gayle Main, Pam Thomas, Andy Finley, Alicia Fitts, Irene Zongor
No Report This Month.
Communications
Leslie Tudahl (Chairman), Lisa Arnwine, Alice Ann Fitts, Scott Smith, Cynthia Griffith, Meg Cochran, Steve Fitts
The communication committee continues to be a hard working group. This month, Frank Pigford, designed a
weekly announcement sheet to be inserted into the Sunday bulletin. It will save valuable time during the
Sunday morning service. We are continuing to see articles popping up in local newspapers about the church
and interviews with church members. The publicity will help the surrounding communities know of our
existence. The pictorial directory will be up-dated during the next few months. A starting date for family
pictures will announced during the annual church meeting in January. Lisa is back from her gallivanting
around the world and is doing her usual great job with the newsletter.

Christian Education
Linda Stella (Chairman), Steve Fitts, Lauren Rieger, Irene Zongor, Liz Warnick
Preschool Sunday school—newborn-5 yrs. old

The kids had a great time in December learning about the birth of Jesus and making all kinds of crafts. We
love anything to do with glue, sequins and getting messy!

We would like to make a request for donations. We need some construction paper, colored pipe cleaners,
fabric scraps, and just about anything crafty for younger children. Also, if there is someone who knows
anything about carving wood—please let me know. We are interested in bible characters carved out of wood,
or perhaps made with modeling clay. One more thing, we are in need for someone to make a run to the
library once every three weeks. If you are a regular visitor to one of the local libraries and wouldn’t mind
picking up a few books for us, we would greatly appreciate it. Thanks! Lynn Rieger



Youth Group Bowling - On January 13th at 4:30, the youth group will go bowling. Any member of the
congregation who thinks they are young enough to compete with these whipper-snappers is welcome
to come along. In fact, the youth group requests your presence.

Parish Life
Jane Feldner (Chairman), Betty Pigford, Carolyn Warnick, Laurel Walsh, Michelle Gibson-O’Grady
Altar Guild: December was a busy month getting ready for the birth of Our Lord. It is always a privilege to
serve our church by taking care of the altar. We are always looking for newcomers, so anyone interested is
welcome. Many thanks to those who are how serving on this committee. In 2008 we hope to replace some of
the well worn purificators. Anyone interested in donating money for this cause in honor or memory of a loved
one, please contact Betty Pigford. Thanks to Lisa Arnwine for getting the acolyte robes cleaned, pressed and
in good condition. Since we are beginning to make greater use of these vestments, a volunteer to take care of
them on a weekly basis would be appreciated. Betty Pigford

Women interested in ECW will meet January 10 at 7 p.m. We will discuss future plans for the women of
Grace. There will also be a discussion of plans to attend the organ recital at the Schermerhorn Center in
February.

Buildings and Grounds
Bill Rieger (Chairman), Milton Tudahl, Pat Adams, Frank Pigford, Jack Feldner, Walter Main, Leslie Tudahl.
See “Focus on Grace”

Parish News and Notes
“Parish News and Notes” is your opportunity to share your personal news – promotions, graduations, the birth of a new family
member, marriages, job changes, etc. While I will keep my ears open to news from the parish, I ask that you email me at
lparnwine@charter.net with your special announcements. I will compile the news and share it with your friends at Grace.

Wedding Bells
Jennifer Sturges is wearing a new engagement ring. The love of her life is Brian Cooley. They are
planning a late spring wedding, but no date has been set. Brian has a 3 year old son. Jennifer's
daughter, Lindsay, age 4, is thrilled to have little brother and playmate.

A Christmas Eve Proposal
Liz Warnick called from Gulfport and to announce that she is officially engaged to Mr. Patrick
Landrum of Gulfport, MS. They went for a walk in a park and stopped to sit in a gazebo where
Patrick got down on his knee and popped the question. Patrick had asked her dad when he was here
for Thanksgiving, so old dad was not surprised!

California, Here We Come
Eric and Stellasue Hansen will be heading to California in the near future and will return to Spring
Hill and Grace Church in late May. Eric leaves in a few days and Stellasue will drive out west a bit
later with a friend and the family cats. We will miss them, but business takes them to California at
this time each year. We hope to hear from them while they are away.

Happy Birthday to……………… Happy Anniversary to …….
Michael Zongor – January 14 Andrew & Laurel Walsh – January 4
Cameron Walsh – January 12
Margaret Russell – January 18
Fount Smothers – January 18
Olivia Russell – January 20
Pam Thomas – January 24
Jane Feldner – January 30



Frequent Traveler Points for Miles Driven?????
Most of you know that our Sr. Warden, Chuck Warnick, has recently accepted a job in Kentucky.
Chuck commutes back and forth each week, spending his weekends with Carolyn in Thompson’s
Station. We are lucky to have Chuck remain in his job of Sr. Warden. He has changed Mission
Council meetings to the second Sunday of each month, after the church service. Chuck said they
will not even think about selling their house right now, he doesn't want to rush into anything. They
love this area, and daughter, Liz, goes to college here.

The Wonders of Medicine – We Are Forever Grateful
Alice Ann and Bill Fitts are very excited over a new medication that Bill just started receiving. Bill has
been under the weather for some time, but with the new medication he feels better than he has
in years. Our prayers continue to be with Bill and we are delighted with his recent health
improvement.

Moi, Stupéfiant
Word has it that Jane Feldner dressed up for an October Halloween party as "Miss Piggy". Even her
husband didn't recognize her. She must be a great change artist because we didn't recognize her at
the Grace Social Club Halloween party either, when she showed up as "A homeless bum". God
grants each of us special talents, now we know what special talent Jane was given.

For The Record
Frank and Vicki Bechet are finally settled into their new home. The new address is: 1502 Gray Fox
Lane, Spring Hill, TN, 37174 and their new phone number is 931- 451-7298. The House Blessing at
their home on December 30th was well attended by Grace friends and work friends of both Frank’s
and Vicki’s.

What a Duo!!!!!
Doc and Julie Martin found a home for the abundance of left over cookies from the Christmas
Cookie exchange. They divided the cookies into small decorative tins and mailed them to the
service men in Iraq. These two Christmas elves didn't even let the congregation know about this
exciting project.

Arnall Peery – Died on December 24th

We sang Christmas carols at the nursing home where Arnall Peery had been a patient. Carolyn
Outlaw, former member and long time friend of Grace, took many of us in to meet him. He was not
awake, but she wanted to take her church family to see her friend. Mr. Peery passed away on
Christmas Eve.

FOCUS ON GRACE by: Leslie Tudahl

The new church committees are working not only as separate committees but also as a functional
group of committees. This month we are looking at the fifth committee, Buildings and Grounds, chaired by
Bill Rieger. Other members of this committee are: Milton Tudahl, Leslie Tudahl, Pat Adams, Frank
Pigford, Jack Feldner, and Walter Main.
Purpose: Building and Grounds Committee:

Buildings and Grounds Service Team:


