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From the Pen of the
Priest…….

“The Three R’s of Easter”

Growing up in small town Tennessee, I was fond of trips to the country. When I got
into high school, however, it became more of a chore, especially when our
high school’s sports teams would go to places even smaller than Clarksville
(which at that time was only slightly larger than Spring Hill is today, thank you very much).
Football, basketball, and baseball were played in such metropolises as Bumpus Mills, Big Rock, Erin,
and Greenbrier. We often made fun of the “hicks from the sticks” and when it came time to evaluate
the educations these “Cretans” received, we applied the dismissive moniker of the “Three R’s—
Readin’, Ritin’, and ‘Rithmatic.” Of course, we were only showing our own ignorance as we didn’t
understand either the beauty of simple living or the strength of a good, fundamental, education.

Reflecting on Lent and the coming of Easter, I would like to apply my own interpretation of the
“Three R’s—Redemption, Resurrection, and Renewal.” These three offer us even greater bonuses
than a strong, good, fundamental education. With these three, though the power of God’s love, we
have the opportunity for an eternity of relationships that begin here and now. Through the work of
Christ on the cross and from the open grave to the ascension, we have the miracle of a life of
meaning, both for ourselves and for others, both for now, and forevermore.

Too often, I fear, we apply our own myopic viewpoints to these “Three R’s” in that we consider only
how they affect us. In fact, however, God had created us to be in community—multiple
relationships that bind us for eternity with those in the family of faith. These relationships—this
Christian community, is at the most basic level, our parish. Church life is to be redemptive. Church
life is supposed to be resurrecting. Church life is planned to be renewing. All three goals, however,
are missed when we only ask, “What is in this for me?”

This past Sunday we saw a perfect example of all “Three R’s” at work. With the occasion of the
Bishop’s visit, we saw a parish that is redeemed, a parish that is resurrected, a parish that is
renewed. None of this happened only on Sunday. What we saw was the fruit of years of work, going
back to times when total attendance would have had trouble filing up one row of pews. Faithful
witness, work, and sharing of wealth kept the doors open until such time that new blood could be
added. Then there were the years of frustrations as growth pains occurred. Now there is a time of
sweet harvest and growth.

As we look to our celebration of Easter this month, let’s keep in mind the “Three R’s.” God wants to
redeem us. God wants to resurrect us. God wants to renew us-- for ourselves, and for our family
of faith. Let us rejoice (a 4th R?) in Christ.
___________________________________________________________________________
Bishop’s Warden Report
Thanks to all who adjusted to the change in service time for the Bishop’s annual visit. We had a
great turn-out on Sunday morning. And it was wonderful to welcome so many folks to
confirmation or reception, as well as the baptism of Eavlyn Murphy.







Our first attempt to coordinate a church school program over Advent was not well attended. We now have
some new ideas for new curriculum and hope for better support. Christians of all ages need to take Christian
Education for their spiritual growth as seriously as they take attending church services. Please pray that we
may develop challenging and well attended programs.

Plans for VBS are in the works and the curriculum – Cosmic City–Explore the Awesome Wonder of God – has
been ordered. We will be holding the first planning meeting in the near future and hope many of you will
volunteer for this busy, but fun event. Traditionally, we have picked a week in the summer and would meet
for three or four evening. Lat year we had 20 children participate. Many were not members of Grace so our
program provided good outreach to the community. Consider joining our VBS staff. We will need all of the
help we can get.

Remember if you work with children in the church you must attend Safeguarding God’s Children, the child
sexual abuse prevention course offered by the Diocese. There are two course times available. Dates for the
training are April 12th at St. Paul’s in Murfreesboro and June 21st at Holy Trinity in Nashville. Both sessions
run from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Call the Diocese at 615-251-3322 to reserve a spot in the class.

Parish Communications
New Committee Being Formed
See “General News of the Parish”

Parish Finance and Stewardship –
NOTE: Lisa Arnwine has been elected by the Mission Council to serve as Treasurer for an additional one year
term.
NOTE: Grace received an anonymous contribution of $1,823.00 designated for VBS and Children’s
Education.
NOTE: Miscellaneous expense for the month of February includes $600.00 contributed to the organ fund,
$330.00 to purchase Prayer Books for new confirmands, and $250.00 reimbursement to the Priest’s
Discretionary Fund.

Category January February March April May June Total
Income:
Special Offering
Designated Contribution
Faith Hall
First Sunday Outreach
Flowers
Lenten Books
Misc.
T-Shirt Sales
United Thank Offering
Guest Plate
New-Member Pledge
Non-Pledging Member Plate
Pledges
Total Income

1,653.29
.00

20.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

394.50
120.00
955.00

3,050.00
6,192.79

.00
1,898.00

90.00
103.55
40.00
80.00

406.00
220.00

1.00
997.61
340.00
660.00

2,650.00
7,486.16

1,653.29
1,898.00

110.00
103.55
40.00
80.00

406.00
220.00

1.00
1,392.11

460.00
1,615.00
5,700.00

13,678.95
Expenses:
Building & Grounds
Church Supplies
Human Resources
Miscellaneous
Outreach
Total Expenses

941.70
241.79

5,044.20
235.88

1,653.29
8,118.86

867.77
303.35

3,750.00
1,252.94

.00
6,174.06

1,809.47
545.14

8,794.20
1,488.82
1,653.29

14,290.92
Income Overage or Deficit (1,924.07) 1,312.10 (611.97)

Parish Growth
New Committee Being Formed
I would ask that all members of the church help make sure visitors fill out a card and get the card to one of
the committee members so the initial note can be written. In the event someone else writes the first note,
save the card and get it back to Vicki or Doc so we can add the information to the visitor log. Our growth is
exciting! Let’s keep up the enthusiasm! Bring a friend! Talk about the church with friends and family


